THE STORY

PHILOSOPHY

WILL DURANT

NEW REVISED EDITION

ILLUSTRATED

GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING CO., INC.

NEW YORK



= ——

“,fﬂ?ufbnzﬁzlmuftﬂz§
Ophie morale chex les®

tlan d, de s § =
= ‘&'2:) m;;l-alu? j

SOCRATES



TO MY WIFE

Grow strong, my comrade . .. that you may stand
Unshaken when I fall; that I may know -

The shattered fragments of my song will come

At last to finer melody in you;

" That I may tell my heart that you begin

Where passing I leave off, and fathom more.



 PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

‘APOLOGIA PRO LIBRO SUO
I

- My publishers hawve asked me to use the occasion given by a
new edition of The Story of Philosophy o discuss the general
guestion of ‘“‘outlines,” and to. consider some of the shori-
comings of the volume. I .am glad of this opportumity to ac-
knowledge these, and to express with all the weakness of mere
words the gratitude that I must always feel for the generosity
with which, despite so many defects, the -American public has
recawed this book.

The *“outlines” came because a mdhon voices called for them.
Human knowledge had become unmanageably vast; every sct-
ence had begotten a dozen more, each subtler than the rest;
the telescope revealed stars and systems beyond. the mind of
man to number or to name; geology spoke in terms of millions
of years, where men before had thought in terms of thousands;
physics found a whiverse in the atom, and biology found a
micrracosm in. the .cell; physiology discovered inexhaustible
mystery in every orgam, and psychology in every dream;. an~
thropology reconstructed the wnsuspected antiquity of man,
archeology unearthed buried cities and forgotten states, . his-
tory proved all history false, and painted a canvas which only
a Spengler or an Eduard Meyer could wvision as a whole;
thealogy crumbled, and - political theory cracked; invention
complicated life and war, and ecomomic creeds overturned
governments and inflamed the world; philosophy itself, which.
had once summoned all sciences to its aid in making a coherent
image of the world and an alluring picture of the good, found

its task of codrdination too stupendous for ita eourage, ram
v
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away from all these battlefronts of truth, and hid itself in rec-
ondite and narrow lanes, timidly secure from the issues and re-
sponsibilities of life. Human knowledge had become too great
for the human mind.

AWl that remained was the scientific speczahst who knew

“more and more about less and less,” and the philosophical
speculator, who knew less and less about more and more. The
specialist put on blinders in order to shut out from his vision
all the world but one little spot, to which he glued his mose.
Perspective was lost. “Facts” replaced understanding; and
knowledge, split into a thousand isolated fragments, no longer
generated wisdom.  Every science, and every branch of phi-
losophy, developed a-technical terminology intelligible only. to
its exclusive. devotees; as men learned more about the world,
they found themselves ever less capable of expressing to their
educated fellow-men what it was that they had learned. - The
gap between life and knowledge grew wider and wider; those
who governed could: mot wnderstand those who thought, and
those who “wanted to know could not understand those who
knew. - In the midst of unprecedented learning: popular igno-
ramce flourished, and chose its exemplars to rule the great-cities
- of the world; in the midst of sciences endowed and enthroned as
never before, new religions were born every day, and old super-
stitions recapiured the ground they had-lost. ' The . common
man found himself forced to:choose between a scientific priest<
hood. mumbling - unintelligible pessimism, and a theologzcal
priesthood: mumbling incredible hopes. "~ -

“In this situation the function of the professzonal teacher was:
clear. - It should have been to mediate between' the specialist.
and the natiow; to learn the specialist’s language, as the spe-
cialist ‘had learned nature’s, in order to break down the:bar-
riers between knowledge and need, and find. for new truths old.
terms that aoll literate .people might wnderstand. For if
knowledge became too great for communmication, it would de-
generate into scholasticism, and the weak acceptance of -au~
thority; mamkind would slip into a new age of faith, worship-



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION vii

tng at a respectful distance its new priests; and civilization,
which had hoped to raise itself upon education disseminated
far and wide,; would be left precasionsly based upon a technical
erudition that had become the monopoly of am esoteric class
-monastically isolated from the world by the high birth rate of
terminology. No.wonder that all the world applauded when
James Harvey Robinson sounded the call for the removal of
these barriers and the hwmanization of modern knowledge.

, n

v “The first “outlines,” the first efforts at the humanization of
knowledge, were Plato’s’ Dialogues. The pundits possibly -
knowo that the Master wrote two sets of works—one in technical
language for his students at the Academy; the other a group
of -popular dialogués designed to lure the average literate
Athenian into philosophy’s “dear delight.” It did not seem
to Plato any insult to philosophy. that it should be transformed
into literature, realized as drama, and beautified with style;
nor any derogation to its dignity that it should apply itself,
even intelligibly, to living problems of morality and the state.
By the humor of history, his technical works were lost, and his
popular works remain. By the irony of history it is these
popular dialogues that have given Plato his reputation in the
schools. ' _

. For us, however, the career of the outline begins with
H. G. Wells. The historians did not quite know what to do
with The Outline of History ; Professor Schapiro described it
as full of errors, and a liberal education. It was full of errors,
as any book of large scope is bound to be; but it was an
astonishing and stimulating performance for one mind. The
Jjournalistic genius of Mr. Wells had tied the wolumes up with
the movement towards imternational peace, and had entered
them as an important team in the “race between education and
catastrophe.” No one wanted catasirophe, and every one
bought the book. History became popular, and historians be-
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came alarmed.. Now it would be mecessary for them to worite
as interestingly as H. G. Wells. :

Strange to say, two of them did. . Professor Breasted of
Chicago and Egypt, revised and improved an -old text-book,
and Professor Robinson did the same; an enterprising pub-
lishing firm gathered ‘their work into two handsome wolumes,
gave them a captivating #itle—The Human Adventure—and
issued the best outline of all, a masterpiece of -exposition as
authoritative as a German and as clear as a Gaul. Nothing
in their field has equaled those wolwmes to date.

Meanwhile Hendrik Willem wan Loon had romped over the
same ground with a pen in one hand, a pencil in the other, and a
- dwinkle in his eyes. He cared nothing for dignity, and loved
a joke surpassing well; he went laughing down the centuries,
and . .pointed his moral. with drawings and smiles.. Adults
boaght The Story of Mankind for their children, and sur~
reptitiously read it themselves. The world was becommg
scandalously informed about history.

The appetite of the layman grew by what it fed on. There
were in America millions of men and women who had been un-
able to go to college, and who thirsted for the findings of his-
tory and science; even those who had gone through college
showed a moderate hunger for knowledge. When John Macy
published The Story of the World’s Literature thousands
welcomed it as a genial and uminating survey of a fascinat-
ing field. And when The Story of Philosophy appeared it
had the good fortune to catch this wave of curiosity on the
rise, and to be lifted to an undreamed-of popularity. Readers
were astonished to find that philosophy was interesting be-
cause it was, literally, a matter of life and death. They passed
along the word to their friends, and soon it became the fashion
to praise, to buy, even, occasionally, to read, this book that had
been written for a few. Al in all it was such a success as no
author who has known it once can ever hope to know again.

Then came the flood. Ouiline followed outline, “story” fol-
lowed “story>; science and art, religion and law, had ' their
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#loriographers, and Bekker’s slight essay was avidly trang-
formed. into The Story of Religion. Ong author produced n
are volume am outline of all knowledge, thereby making Wells,
wan Loon, Macy, Slossan, Breasted and the rest swperfluous,
The. public appetite was quickly satiated; critics and. profes-
s0rs complained of superficiality and haste, and. -an undertow
of ‘resemtment. set in, which reached every outline from the last
to the first. As quickly as it had come, the fashiop changed;
1o on¢ dared any longer say a-ward for the humanization. of
knowledge; the denunciation of outlings was now the easy road
ta critical repute; it became the style to speak with a delicate
superiorily of any non-ﬁetwn book' that. could be zmderstood
Tka &wb mowment in literature begtm. s .

m

Mamy of the cmthsm were dwagraeably Just The Story
o£ Philosophy was, and. is, shot through with defects, - First of
ally, it, was incomplete. . The. total omission of scholastic. philos-
aphy. was an quirage, forgivable only in ong wha had suffeved
mueh, fram it in college and semingry, and resented it there-
after as rather a disguised, theology than an honest philosophy,
L4 krue that in same cases. (Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Spen-
cary Voligire) the exposition. of doviring was more complete
than ip.mast histories of philosephy, regardless of their length.
494\ ik i tme tlupt the wery. first pagg framlcly amomwed

, Tlm book r,.s_ngt a complete hz&tory of thlosophy, ) It s
“am, attempt to humanize Imowledge Dby centering the story of
sgeculatwe thought around certain, domiinant personalztws
“Certain lesser figures have been ozmtted in order that those =~
" selected might ha've the space réqm’red to make. t‘hem lwe

(Preface )

Nmth&less the mcompktsms\mmamed The moarst\ sin of
all—though the critics do not seem to have noticed it—uwas the
omission of Chinese and Hindu' philosophy. ~ Even a “stary”
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of philosophy that begins with Socrates, and has mothing to
say - about Lao-tze and Confucms, Mencius. and Chwang-tze,
Buddha and Shankara, ‘is pro'omczally incompleter As for
the word Story, which has since been so abused with use, it was
chosen partly to indicate that the record would concern #tself
chieﬂy with the more wital philosophers, partly to convey the
sense that the development of thought was & romance as stzr-
ring as any in hzstory

--No ‘apology is offered for the neglect of epastemology
That dismal -science received its due in the chapter on Kant;
where for forty pages the reader was invited to-consider the
puxzles -of perception. - This chapter should have: pleased the
young pundit, for it came very near-to obscurity. - (However,
one professor of philosophy, in a Midwest wniversity, sent in
the information that he had been teaching Kant for fifteen
years, and had never understood Kant’s meaning wntil he read
this ele'mentary chapter ) " For the rest, the book suggested un-
amiably thdt the nature of the knowledge process was but one
of the mary problems of philosophy; that this smgle problem
vas wnﬁt ‘to- absorb: the attention which the savants ‘and the
Gérmans had lavished: upon’ ity and that its’ ‘weary ewplmtatwn
was largely responsible: for the decadence of philosophy. The
French have never. yzelded to this craze for epistemology to the
eavbusion of moral’ axnd\polmcal -historical and religious phzlos-'=
ophy; ‘and today ‘even the Germans. are recovering from it
Hear K eyserlmg ““Philosophy s éssentially the compleétion of-
science in the synthesis of wisdom. . Ezmtemology, phe-
nomenology, logw, etc certamly are mportant branches of
science.’ (Preczsely, ‘they.c dre branches of science, like chem—
istry or anatomy.) .“But’ st was. an um/mmgated eml that as
the result of this, the sense for the living synthesis-should have
disappeared.” (Creative Understanding, New York, 1929,
p. 126.) This from a German—a Daniel come to judgment.
And Spengler describes the earlzer Chinese phzlosophers, do'lm

1 le ﬁrat volumo of Thc Story of Civﬂizatlon mll attompt to atom for tlm
omission; '
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to Confucius, as “statesmen, regents, lawgivers, ike Pythagoras
and Parmenides, like Hobbes and Leibniz. . . . They were
sturdy philosophers for whom epistemology was the knowledge
of the important relations of actual life.” (Decline of the
West, wol. i, p. 42.) .Doubtless now.that epistemology is dy-
tng in Germany, it will be exported to America, as a fit return
for the gift of democracy.

The Chinese phzlosophers were not only averse to epzstemol—
ogy, they had an. almost Gallic disdain for prolonged meta-
physics. ' No young metaphyszcwn could admit that Com-
fucius is a phdosopher, for he says nothing about. metaphyszcs,
and less about epzstemology, he is as positivistic as Spencer or
Comte; his concern is always for morals and the.state. Worse
than that, he is disreputably intelligible; and nothing could be
30 damaging to a philosopher. But we ‘“moderns” have be-
come $o0 accustomed to windy verbiage in philosophy that when
philosophy is presented without the verbiage we can with dif -
ficulty recognize it. One must pay a penalty for having a
prejudice against obscurity.
~ The Story tried to salt itself with a 3easonmg of hmnor, not
only because wisdom is not wise if it scares away merriment,
but because. a sense of humor, being born of perspective, bears
a near kinship to philosophy; each is the soul of the other.
But this appears to have displeased the pundits; nothmg 0
hurt the book with them as its smiles. A reputation for humor
is disastrous to statesmen and philosophers: Germany could
not forgive Schopenhauer his story of Unzelmann, and only
France has recogmzed the depth behind the wit and bmllza/nce
of Voltaire.

I trust that the book never misled its readers into supposing
that by reading it they would become phzlosophers overnight,
or that they would be saved the trouble, or pleasure, of reading
the phzlosophers themselves. God knows there is no short-cut
to kmowledge; after forty years of seekmg her ome finds
“Truth” still veiled, and what she shows of herself most dis-
concerting. Instead of aiming to be a substitute for philoso=
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-phers; the Story -ewplicitly offered itself as an introduction and
an invitation; it quoted the philosophers lavishly, so that the
taste for them might linger when the book was closed; time and
again it prodded the reader to the. original texts (e. g., on pp.
22, 67, 121, 289, 331, 426, }38); and warning was given that
one reading of them would hardly be enough. - Cf. p. 186:

. Spinoza is not to be read, he is to be studwd you must ap-

- _‘proach him as you ‘would approach Euclzd, recognizing that
“in these brief two hundred pages a man has written down his

" Ufetime’s thought ‘with stole sculptury of e-verythmg super-

- flous. Do not think to find its core by rumming over &t

- papidly:- > . . Read the -book not all at once, but in small -

o pbb‘itionsvat‘m@ny sittings. And having finished it, consider:

- .. that you have but begun to understand it. Read then some
- 'commentary, like Pollock’s Spinoza, or Martineau’s Study-
. of Bpinoza, or, better, both.. Finally, read the Ethics agaim. -
‘#t will be a new book to you. When you have finished it a.
aecond time you will remam forever a lover of philosophy.

It is comforting to learn that the sales of the phzlosophzcm
tldssics increased some two hundred per cent. after the publica-
tion of the Story. Many pubhshers have issued new editions,
particidarly of Plato, Spinoza, Voltaire, Schopenhatér and
Nietssche. - A" high official of the New York Public Librdrg,
who asks to be wtmamed reports that ~

ever since the pubhdatwn of the Story of Phxlosophy we ha'oe :
. had a wide and increasing. demand from the publw for the .
_ philosophical classics, and our stock of them in the branch -

libraries has been gradually increased. Formerly, cur- .

rent books about phzlosophy were purchased in small quanté-
- ties for the system; but in the last two or three Years @ ..
" readable new book about philosophy is _purchased very gen-
' erally at the outset, in anthpatzon of « a demand which evew
' tually doés de'velop, and quickly at that.” -

Let us not then, be ashamed of teachmg ‘the people. Those
jealous ones who would guard their knowledge from the world
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have only themselves to blame if their exclusiveness and their
barbarous terminology have led the world to seek in books, in
lectures, and in adult education, the instruction which they
themselves have failed to give. Let them be grateful that their
halting efforts are aided by amateurs who love life enough to
let it humanize their teaching. Perhaps each kind of teacher
can be of aid to the other: the cautious scholar to check our
enthusiasm with accuracy, and the enthusiast to pour warmih
and blood into the fruits of scholarship. Between us we might
build up in America an audience fit to listen to geniuses, and
therefore ready to produce them. We are all imperfect teach-
ers, but we may be forgiven if we have advanced the matter a
little, and have done our best. We announce the prologue,
and retire; after us better players will come.

THE STORY OF PHILOSOPHY has been translated into German, Frenoch,
Swedish, Danish, Jugo-Slavian, Chinese, Japanese and Hungarian. The Amer-
foan edition alone has sold 648,825 copies.
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TO THE READER

This book is not a complete history of philosophy. It is an
attempt to humanize knowledge by centering the story of spec-
ulative thought around certain dominant personalities. Cer-
tain lesser figures have been omitted in order that those selected
might have the space required to make them live. Hence the
inadequate treatment of the half-legendary pre-Socratics, the
Stoics and Epicureans, the Scholastics, and the epistemologists.
The author believes that epistemology has kidnapped modern
philosophy, and well nigh ruined it ; he hopes for the time when
the study of the knowledge-process will be recognized as the
business of the science of psychology, and when philosophy will
again be understood as the synthetic interpretation of all ex-
perience rather than the analytic description of the mode and
process of experience itself. Analysis belongs to science, and
gives us knowledge; philosophy must provide a synthesis for
wisdom. :

The author would like to record here a debt which he can
never repay, to Alden Freeman, who gave him education,
travel, and the inspiration of a noble and enlightened life.
May this best of friends find in these pages—incidental and
imperfect though they are—something not quite unworthy of
his generosity and his faith.

WiLr DuraNT
New York, 1926.
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INTRODUCTION

ON THE USES OF PHILOSOPHY

There is a pleasure in philosophy, and a. lure even in the
mirages of metaphysics, which every student feels until the
coarse necessities of physical existence. drag him . from the
heights of thought into the mart of economic strife and gain.
Most of us have known some golden days in the June of life
when philosophy was in fact what Plato calls it, “that dear de-
light” ; when the love of a modestly elusive Truth: seemed more
glorious, incomparably, then the lust for the ways of the flesh
and the dross of the world. And there is always some wistful
femnant 1n us of that early wooing of wisdom. “Life has
meaning,” we feel with Browning—*“to find its ‘meaning is my
meat and drink.” So much of our lives'is meaningless, a self-
cancelling ‘vadillation and futility ; we'strive with the ‘chaos
about us and within; but we would believe -all the while that
there is something 'vital 'and significant-in us; ‘could:we but
decipher our own souls. We wantto understand; “life means
for us constdntly to'trans'fo'rm into light and-flameall that
we are or meet with”;? we are like Mitya ‘in The. Brothers
Karamazov—“one of  those 'who ‘don’t iwant: millions, but -an’
answer to their questions” ; we want to seize the value and per-
spective of passing things, and so to pull ourselves up out of
the maelstrom of ‘daily circumstance:: We want to know that
 the little things are little, and the big things big,:before it is
too late; we want to see things now as they will seem forever—
“in the light of eternity.” ~We want to learn to laugh in the
face of the inevitable, to smile even at the loommg of death.
We want to be whole, to codrdinate our energies by cnt1c1zmg
and harmonizing our desires; for cobrdinated energy 18 the

1Vietzsche, The Joyful Wisdom, pref.
1
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last word in ethics and politics, and perhaps in logic and meta-
physics too. “To be a philosopher,” said Thoreau, “is not
merely to have subtle thoughts, nor even to found a school,
but so to love wisdom as to live, according to its dictates, a
life of simplicity, independence, magnanimity, and trust.” -
We may be sure that if we can but find wisdom, all things else
will be added unto us. “Seeck ye first the good things of the
mind;” Bacon admonishes us, “and the rest, will either be sup-
plied or its loss will not be felt.”* Truth will not make us.
rich, but it will make us free, e v ;

‘Some ungentle reader, will check us here by informing us
- that philosophy is as useless as chess, as obscure as ignorance,
and as stagnant as content. “There is nothing so absurd,”
said - Cicero, “but that it may he found in the books of the.
philosophers.” Doubtless same philosophers have had all
sorts of wisdom except common sense ; and many a philosophic
flight has heen due to the elevating power of thin air. Let us
resolve, on this voyage of ours, to put in only at the ports of
light, to keep out.of the muddy streams of metaphysics and the
“many-sounding seas” of theological dispute.: But is philos~
ophy stagnant? - Science seems always to advance, while phi-
losophy:seems always to lose ground. Yet this is only because
philosophy: accepts the hard and hazardous task of dealing
with problems not yet apen to the methods of science—prob-
lems like good and evil, beauty and ugliness, order and free-
dom, life and death; so soon: as a field of inquiry yields
knowledge susceptible of exact formulation it is called science.
Every: science begins as philesophy and ends as art; it arises
in hypotbesis and flows into achievement. Philosophy is &
hypothetical interpretation of the unknown (as in metaphys-~
ics), or of the inexactly known (as in ethics or political philos-
aphy) ; it is the front trench in the siege of truth. Science
#s the captured territory; and behind it axe those secure re-
gions in which: knowledge and art build our imperfect and
1De Augmentis Scientiarum, VIII, 2, . . ‘
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marvelous world. - Philosophy ‘seems 'to stand still, perplexed;
but only because she leaves the fruits of victory to her daugh-
ters the sciences, and herself passes’ on, divinely dlscontent to
the uncertain :and unexplored. . '

Shall we be more technical? Science is analytlcal descrlp-
tion, philosophy -is' synthetic interpretation. Science wishes
to resolve the whole into parts, the organism into organs, the
obscure into. the known. It does not inquire into the’ values
and ideal possibilities of things, nor into their total and final
significance; it is content to show their present actuality and
operation, it' narrows its gaze resolutely to the nature and
process of things as they are. The scientist is as impartial
a8'Nature in Turgenev’s poems he is as interested in the leg of
a flea as in the creative throes of a genius. But the philos-
opher 18 not content to describe the fact ; he wishes to ascertain
its relation to experience in'general, and thereby to get at its
meaning and its worth; he combines things in interpretive syn-
thesis; he tries to put together, better than before, that great
universe-watch which the inquisitive scientist' has analytically
taken apart. Science tells us how to heal and how to kill;
it reduces the death rate in retail and then kills us wholesale
in war; but only wisdom—desire cobrdinated in the light
of ‘all experience—can tell us when to heal and when to kill.
To observe processes and to construct means is science; to
criticize and coordinate ends is philosophy: and because in
these days our means and instruments have multiplied beyond
our interpretation and synthesis of ideals and ends, our life
is full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.” For a fact is
nothing except in relation to desire; it is not complete except
in relation to & purpose and a whole. ~Science without phi-
losophy, facts without perspective and valuation, cannot save
us from havoc and despair. Science gives us knowledge, but
only philosophy can give us wisdom.

Specifically, philosophy means and includes five fields of
study and discourse: logic, esthetics; ethics, politics, and meta~
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physics.. . Logic is the.study. of ideal method in thought and
research: observation and introspection, deduction and induc-
tion, hypothesis and experiment, analysis and synthesis—such
are the forms of human activity which logic tries to understand
and guide it is a dull study for most of us, and yet the great
events in the history of thought are the improvements men
have made in their methods of thinking and research. Esthet-
ics is the study of ideal form, or beauty; it is the philosophy
of art. Ethics is: the study of ideal conduct; the highest
knowledge, said Socrates, is the knowledge of good and evil,
the knowledge of the wisdom of life. :; Politics is the study of
~ideal social organization (it'is not, as one might suppose, the
art and science of capturing and keeping office) ; monarchy,
aristocracy, democracy, soclalism, anarchism, feminism—these
are the dramatis. personae  of  political philosophy. And
lastly,; metaphysics (which: gets into.so much trouble because
it is not, like the other' forms of philosophy, an attempt te
coordmate the real in the light of the ideal): is ‘the study of
the “ultimate reality” of all things: of the real and final nature
of “matter” (ontology), of “mind” . (philosophical ‘psychol-
-0gy), and of the interrelation of “mind” and “matter” in the
Pprocesses of perception and knowledge (epistemology):
. "These are the parts.of philosophy; but so dismembered it
loses its beauty and its joy. We:shall seek it not in its shriv-
elled abstractness and formality, but clothed in the living
form of genius; we shall:study not merely philosophies, but
philosophers; we shall spend our time with the saints and mar-
tyrs of thought, letting their radiant spirit play about us until
perhaps we too, in some measure, shall partake of what Leon-
ardo called “the noblest pleasure, the joy of understanding.”
Each of these philosophers has some. lesson for us, if we ap-
proach him properly. . “Do you know,” asks Emerson, “the
secret of the true scholar? In every man there is something
wherein I may learn of him; and in that I am his pupil.”
‘Well, surely we may take this attitude to the master minds of
history without hurt to our pride! And we may flatter our-
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selves with that other thought of Emerson’s, that when genius
speaks to us we feel a ghostly reminiscence of having ourselves,
in our distant youth, had vaguely this self-same thought which
genius now speaks, but which we had not art or courage to
clothe with form and utterance. And indeed, great men speak
to us only so far as we have ears and souls to hear them; only
so far as we have in us the roots, at least, of that which flow-
ers out in them. We too have had the experiences they had,
but we did not suck those experiences dry of their secret and
subtle meanings: we were not sensitive to the overtones of the
reality that hummed about us. Genius hears the overtones,
and the music. of the spheres; genius knows what Pythagoras
meant when he said that philosophy is the highest music.

So let us listen to these men, ready to forgive them their
passing errors, and eager to learn the lessons which they are so
eager to teach. “Do you then be reasonable,” said old Soc-
rates to Crito, “and do not mind whether the teachers of phi-
Josophy are good or bad, but think only of Philosophy herself.
Try to examine her well and truly; and if she be evil, seek to
‘turn away all men from her; but if she be what I believe she
18, then follow her and serve her, and be of good cheer.”






